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Introduction:  

Location, Location, Location  

 

Often those words heralding location are the theme for advertising a 

home for sale.  It may illustrate that the property is near shopping, 

schools,  recreational facilities, parks or conveniently located to 

interstate travel.  

So what did the developers of Grandview Lake have in mind in 1953 as 

they began construction of a dam for a 400 acre lake in the Southwest 

corner of Bartholomew County, Indiana?  There was no interstate 

travel, and shopping and schools were not around the corner.  However 

there was a peaceful valley surrounded by hills and woods, and a lake 

on the property would provide recreation as well as natureôs beauty for 

residents.  

Dam construction, plotting of home sites, construction of roads to the 

sites and lot sales would take many years to complete; but today as  

originally planned there are over 300 lots and residents enjoy 

swimming, sailing, speed and pontoon boating, other water sports, 

fishing, hiking and caring for yards and gardens.  During these years of 

growth, utilities such as natural gas lines and a sewer system have 

replaced the need for bottled gas and septic systems.  Cable access 

and TV dishes replaced the need for antennas and internet service 

arrived.  All of the comforts needed in todayôs world are at Grandview 

Lake, but the neighborhood is enhanced with the natural setting.   

From the beginning Grandview Lake had lot owners from around the 

state as well as people from Ohio and Kentucky, and that trend 

continues.    Approximately 40% of the owners live full - time at the 

Lake with the remainder using their property during the summer and 

on weekends.  It is for all of these residents and lot owners that this 

history of Grandview Lake is written.  A vision of a few has become a 

dream come true for many during the last 60 years.  
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Grandview Map  

 

Circa 1983  

The Vision of the Grandview Lot Ownersô Association, Inc.(GLOA) is to be a 

recreation -oriented, private lake community of owner -occupied single 

family homes living in harmony with one another and nature while 

promoting a healthy, safe, and aesthetically pleasing high quality of life.  

We envision a neighborhood where the conservation of the woodlands, 

water, wildlife, and natural habitats continue to be preserved making 

Grandview Lake a desirable place in which to live while enjoying the  

benefits of family, friends, and community.  
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Chapter I:  

A Peaceful Valleyé 

 

Nestled in Southwestern Bartholomew County of Indiana between fringes 

of the Illinoian glacial advance was a peaceful valley that at one time 

was used for farming.  The area is located on the Eastern extreme of the 

Norman Uplands.  The upland area was not glaciated.  The area to the 

East was unconsolidated deposits comprised of till and residual soils that 

covered bedrock.  The area to the West as it increased in elevation, ex-

posed bedrock or generally covered bedrock with residual soils.  The 

bedrock was comprised of clay stone, siltstone, shale, sandstone and 

thinly bedded limestone.*   

In 1816, the U.S. Congress created the 19 th  state and named it Indiana. 

Bartholomew County was formed in 1821; and in 1836, parts of Monroe, 

Jackson and Bartholomew Counties were taken to create Brown County.  

Part of the ópeaceful valleyô was located in Harrison Township organized 

in 1841, and the remainder of the area was located in Ohio Township 

that was organized in 1843.  Both of the townships bordered the Eastern 

edge of Brown County.**  

Although development of towns in Bartholomew County was popular 

during the mid and late 1800ôs, no towns remain in either Harrison or 

Ohio Townships.  At one time, there were communities known as 

Mooreôs Vineyard, North Ogilville, Bethany and Taylorsburg (near the 

Stoney Lonesome area) in the two townships.  These villages were often 

collections of general stores, blacksmith shops, post offices, schools, 

churches, cemeteries and homes surrounded by farms.**  

Much of the soil in these two townships was not generally suitable for 

farming, but many generations of families made a living from orchards, 

grazing land and timber harvesting.***  
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Map of Harrison & Ohio Townships in  

Bartholomew County  

1870ôs 

*Information from the Post Failure Stability Analysis of the Grandview 

Lake Dam ðJune, 1997 authored by Richard J. Deschamps, PE, PhD.  

**Information from History of Bartholomew County, Indiana 1888, 1976 

Annotated Edition.  

***Information from History of Bartholomew County, Indiana, 2003.  


